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HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL NOTES 
AND QUERIES. 



Will of Peyton Randolph, Esquire.— Original in Library 
OF Congress. 

(Contributed by Dr. Beverlky W. Bond, Jr.) 

In the name of God Amen, I, Peyton Randolph, do make this my last 
will and testament. I give and devise unto my beloved wife my dwel- 
ling house, lots, and all the outhouses thereto belonging in the city of 
Williamsburg, with the furniture of the same, and also my chariot and 
horses, and all her wearing apparel rings and jewels, all which estates, 
real and personal, I give to her, her heirs, executors, and administra- 
tors. 

I give to my said wife also Little Aggy and her children, great Aggy 
and her children. Eve and her children, Lucy and her children, to her 
and her heirs forever. 

I give to my wife also the use and enjoyment of my whole estate, real 
and personal, not hereafter given away, during her natural life. 

I give to Harrison Randolph a negro boy called Caesar, the son of 
Sue to him and his heirs forever. 

I give to my brother, John Randolph, two negro boys such as he shall 
choose out of my estate, which have not been disposed of, to him and 
his heirs. After the death of my wife I give unto my said brother all 
my estate, real and personal, to hold the same during his life, except 
my man Johnny, whom in that case I give to my nephew, Edmund Ran- 
dolph, to him and his heirs. After the death of my brother John. I give 
all my estate devised to him for Ufe, to the said Edmund Randolph, his 
heirs, executors, and administrators, subject nevertheless to the pay- 
ment of five hundred pounds to each of his sisters, Susannah and Ariana 
Randolph, for the payment of which sum I allow him four years after 
the estate shall come into his hands, he paying them interest yearly for 
such sums as remain unpaid. I do hereby empower my executors to 
sell my books and presses to pay my debts, and if that is not sufficient, 
to sell so many of the negroes as they think can best be spared from use 
of the plantations to answer that purpose. 

I appoint my wife, my brother John Randolph, and Mr. James Cocke 
executors of this my will. In witness whereof I have set my hand and 
seal this i8th day of August in the year of our Lord 1774. 

Peyton Randolph (L. G.) 
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Signed, sealed, published, and declared by the said Peyton Randolph 
as and for his last will (he being present at the time of this attestation) 
in presence of us. Thompson Mason, Samuel Henley, John Pope. 

At a court held at York County 20th November, 1775. 

Ordered that John Dixon, Robert Prentis, William Pierce, and Alex- 
ander Craig, or any three of them, being first sworn before a Justice of 
this County, do appraise in Current money the slaves and personal 
estate of Peyton Randolph, Esq., deceased, and return the appraise- 
ment to the Court. 

Thos. Everard Clk. 

Ordered that Nathaniel Burwell, William Trebell, Charles Barham, 
and Henry Duke, or any three of them, being first sworn before a Jus- 
tice of James City County, do appraise in Current Money the slaves and 
personal estate of Peyton Randolph, Esq., deceased, in the said county 
and return the appraisement to this court. 

Thos. Everard Clk. 

Ordered that Joseph Morton, Sr., Joseph Morton, Jr., James Allen and 
Drury Walson or any three of them being first sworn before a justice of 
Charlotte County, do appraise in Current Money the slaves and personal 
estate of Peyton Randolph Esq. dt-ceased in the said county and return 

the appraisement to the court. 

Thos. Everard Clk. 
[ riie will is that of the President of Congress.] 



Journal of Dr. Walter Bennett and the Bennett Fa.milv. 
(Contributed by Gen. W. H. Carter, U. S. A.) 

The following extract is from the journal of Dr. Walter Bennett, who 
emigrated, before the Revolution, to Virginia. His sister Dorcas, with 
her father, preceded him to America and settled in Lancaster county, 
Pennsylvania. The manner of arriving in Virginia is explained in the 
journal. The Bennett family originally lived in England but moved to 
Ireland, where one of the sons, John Bennett, married Dorcas Courtney 
and had eleven children. Dorcas Bennett and nine of her children died 
in Ireland. Two, Dr. Walter Bennett and his sister Dorcas, lived first in 
Maryland and later in Virginia. 

" I.Walter Bennett, was in the tender years of my childhood when my 
mother died, leaving two children besides myself, and three years after 
my father married Miss Mary Houston, daughter of a merchant in Car- 
rick on the Shannon. She made a very severe mother-in-law, which 
made me leave my father sooner than I otherwise would have done. I 
remained about one year in Carrick, after he removed to Clare, with an 
uncle of mine, to go to school; his name was Jo.seph Bennett, minister 
of the parish immediately Dean Fidustan. 1 studied with my father the 
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different branches of physic for two years with the help of Dr. Thomas 
Cook, who lived in the house. I then went to London to an uncle of 
mine, in Cannon street, close by St. George's Church, in Ratliff High- 
way; his business was chemistry. I lived with him about six weeks, 
and he got me a place with one Atkins, in Lombard street, who attended 
as apothecary and chirugeon to the Magdalen House in Prescot street 
three months, and left him. My wages was eighteen guineas a year. 
As he was a rigid Presbyterian, our sentiments could not agree, and he 
would not take the pains with me that he promised. I got what money 
was due me and went to one Bern, a tavern keeper in Ormar street, and 
lived there without my uncle's knowledge till I spent all my money, 
which was but little, as I had but the remains of six guineas which was 
all I got from my father when I left home; but going and asking pardon 
of my uncle Daniel Bennett (for I had two uncles in London) he got me 
a place with William Ballin, in Princess street, where I lived two years. 
He was apothecary to the hospital in Aldersgate street, and had a friend 
who was anatomist in St. Thomas' Hospital, whom I studied anatomy 
with for some time and had the opportunity of seeing various opera- 
tions in surgery. My uncle, wishmg me to marry his only daughter, 
Rachael, thought it would be belter to put the time off till she was of 
age by sending me to sea, so agreed with one Captain Bennett Gray for 
me to go as surgeon in his ship " Porpoise" to Jamaica. I put all my 
things on board and left London on the 22d November, 1765, and hove 
away for the Downes. After lying there two days for a fair wind, we 
weighed anchor on the 25th and got clear of the channel the next night 
and so bore away for the Bay of Biscay, in which we had a bad time of 
it, the sea running mountains high and very short, so that the mast was 
near going overboard; but it pleased God that we came in the last of it, 
so that we had a good time after, though the winds were light until we 
got into the trade winds, and then pleasant sailing. Our passage was 
but seven weeks and five days when we moored in Kingston, Jamaica — 
a very wet season. It was night when we got there, but I would go 
ashore with the mate, though they advised me to wait till morning. I 
staid in Kingston twelve months, and the ship was chartered by Mr. 
Davis Ross for John Ross, of Philadelphia, to the Bay of Honduras for 
logwood. We were there three months, during which time I made by 
my business about fifty or sixty pistoles, with which I paid my debts in 
Jamaica on my return. After being there four or five weeks I met with 
Captain Dan'l Quinton, commander of the "Olive Branch," from Mary- 
land. He informed me of a good berth in his country, and that he 
would make what interest he could for me among his friends in the 
town of Snow Hill, in Wooster county. On our voyage to it we met 
with a violent storm which lasted eight days, and the day we made Cape 
Henry we ate the last of the provisions on board and got around in the 
Bay that night. I labored very hard the next morning in heaving out 
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ballast, and with a very hungry stomach, but it cleared away and we 
saw a schooner at anchor in Hungurs, and sent a boat to her. She sent 
us some pickled pork and bread and four men, so that by the nth of 
October we got off; we lost our anchor and cable, but with all more 
than satisfied, and ate heartily of the above provisions with a good 
dram of rum. We got up toSaxis Island about dark that night, it being 
the i2th of March, 1766. We went on shore, and here I may justly say 
I saw the most plentiful living since I left London. The first hominy I 
ever saw was here; they had a twelve-gallon pot of it on the fire, almost 
cooked enough to eat, but the man coming in with a basket of oysters 
and some good bread, we fell to like lusty fellows. We staid here till 
the wind and tide suited us and then we went up the River Pokemoke, 
to Mr. Littleton Dennis', and I went with the Captain to his father's, and 
was very agreeably entertained by his sisters. I think the ladies are 
very kind here in Maryland. I am at this time very much inclined to 
settle in this country, and particularly in the town of Snow Hill, Wor- 
cester county. 

" I have about the iid of the month agreed with the Rev. John Ross, 
of Allhallows Parish, to board with him for twenty pounds per year. I 
was very kindly used by him and his wile. In July following I went to 
the city of Phiadelphia to inquire after my father and a bill of exchange 
1 had sent to him, drawn on Mr. Ross, of this city, which bill my father 
never got; but when I got there I made inquiries at the post office and 
went to Burlington, and there I found it. I bought of Dr. Harris, of 
this city, about eighty pounds' worth of medicine, and paid him a part 
of the above in the bill of forty pounds, and did not see my father, who 
had moved up to Lancaster county; so after staying here about three 
weeks I set off down to Snow Hill, and in eight days after reaching my 
lodgings I was taken with a billions fever that lasted forty-one days, and 
very bad — and after I got about I was taken with a quotidion which held 
me till the May following, so that I spent my time chiefly with the ladies, 
of whom I courted many in the time but got engaged with none except 
Miss Ivey Pope, a very fine girl, and one that I loved very much, so that 
it was very nigh coming to a close had it not been for brother-in-law, 
George Martin, a bigotted devil. After living in Snow Hill for nearly 
three years I thought proper to go up and see my father, from whom I 
had a letter dated Simonstowu, Susquehanna River, Penn., and wishing 
to have his advice on the above ; so after staying with him six weeks I 
returned with my sister Dorcas Bennett, whom 1 boarded at Mr. Ross', 
and was very much surprised to hear of Miss Pope being married to Mr. 
Nathan .Murray, of Snow Hill, but when I saw her she told me they had 
forged a letter from me in which I said more than I ought, and so Mr. 
Martin got it done while I was gone, but to her sorrow and not a little 
to me. I did not stay there long before I resolved to go to Virginia, 
and started the 4th of April following to Williamsburg, in General 
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Court time, where I met with Colonel Walter Coles, of Halifax, a son of 
my mother's brother, John Coles,* who used me very kindly and gave 
me directions to my uncle, William Coles, of Hanover. Three days 
after I started for Hanover up on my way from Williamsburg. I got 
acquainted with Mr. Patrick Henry, Jr., at Hanover Court, and left 
Williamsburg about lo o'clock in the morning and got to Hanover 
Court House the same day, the first of May. From thence I went to 
Captain Coles at Coles Hill and spent the night on the way with old 
Colonel Henry. Arrived at Captain Coles' early next morning; he was 
down on the bank of the Pamonkey at his tan vat. I staid there about 
three weeks, but not agreeable. His son Walter Coles was alive then 
and more deceit I never met with than in the old couple. I had an order 
on him for ten pounds sterling with interest for twenty years, which by 
too much credulity she got him to cheat me out of. I went from here 
to Colonel Walter Coles of Halifax County. Here I staid for two 
months, very happy, and was treated with the greatest friendship and 
kindness by him and his wife, for which I shall ever esteem them. They 
have but one child, a daughter named Mary, about six months old. He 
lives on a hill over the low grounds of the River Stanton. At this time 
the great contested election bothers him and Nathaniel Terry was on 
hand. The land from Hanover is very broken, althrough Goochland, 
Albimarl and Buckingham. Here I met Mr. John Coles and Mr. and 
Mrs. Matter, also with Mrs. Tucker, who bad one child, a daughter 
three years old, and it appeared to me they were all very happy. Dur- 
ing the visit I got acquainted with Col. Paul Carrington of Charlotte 
County. I took my leave of all friends and Col. Coles rode with me 
across the river and would assist me with ten pounds, although I had 
several I had made while here. I got safely down to Coles' Hill in 
Hanover and staid about three weeks, and here became acquainted 
with John Langdon, who was a school master, an Irishman and a good 
merry fellow. I reached my home in Maryland and staid there a few 
months; settled my accounts and left them with Mr. George Hayward 
to collect and took leave of all friends, especially Rev. Mr. Ross and 
family, Mr. Johnston and family, to one of whose sons I stood sponsor, 
also Colonel Peter Challe and family, his mother's family and Colonel 
William Allen's family, and my old flame Miss Josey Merry, and so 
took my sister. Miss Dorcas Bennett and came down to my old friend 
Mr. Robert Pitts at the mouth of the River Pokemoke and staid with 
them a few days until I hired a boat to carry us across the Bay, and 
the day after we set off, the wind proving a head one, we put in at 
Watts' Island and staid there two days. This was one of the finest 
places for fish, oysters and wild fowl. It was some time in December, 
1768, that I got there." 

*John Coles, a native of Etiniscorthey, Ireland, came to Virginia and became a wealthy 
merchant at Richmond. 
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Dr. Walter Bennett, who was born 22 May, 1745, was married to 
Jennie Wyatt by the Rev. Andrew Morton of Drisdale Parish, Caroline 
county, the 29th of August, 1769. The children of this marriage were 
George, i6 June, 1770, m. Anna Dabney; JohnTabb, 18 December, 1771, 
m. Patsey Warren; Alice Coles, 20 September, 1773, m. Wyatt Hardy; 
Elizabeth Eggleston,* 4 June, 1775, m. first, William Boxley, and second, 
James Scates ; Walter, 1 1 January, 1777, m. Jennie Reynolds ; Richard 
Everard, 26 February, 1779, m. Ann Carter; Courtney, 13 July, 1782, 
m. first, Roy Boyd, second, Larking Brooks; Isaac, 13 November, 1785, 
m. Isabella Gwynn. 

Richard Everard Bennett died at Poplar Mount, Halifax county, Va., 
14 September, 1828. Richard E. and Ann (Carter) Bennett were mar- 
ried 7 December, 1802. Ann Carter was a daughter of Theodrick and 
Judith (Cunningham) Carter of Halifax county, Va. The children of 
Richard E. and Ann Carter Bennett were Eliza Ann, 12 May, 1804, m. 
Dr. Henry Easley; John, 21 December, 1805, m. Mary Armistead Boyd;t 
Richard Everard, Jr., 31 January, 1807, m. his first cousin, Maria Carter, 
daughter of Alexander and Margaret Stevens Carter; Nancy Eggleston, 
2 June, 1808, m. Nathan Draper; Mary Wyatt, 23 October, 1809; William 
Walter, 11 April, i8ii; Mary J. Wyatt, 20 September, 1812, m. Charles 
B. Waldo; Theodrick A., 30 April, 1814, m. Mary Nelson; William Wal- 
ter, 8 June, 1816, m. Mary Hobbs. 



Letter krom John Rodgers to Elias B. Caldwell on the 
Caldwell Family. 
Dear Sir: 

I acknowledge the receipt of your letter of March i8th and thank you 
for the information therein contained. You cannot conceive what feel- 
ings crossed my brain when I heard of so many of my kindred accord- 
ing to the flesh well in this world and to human appearance not forgetful 
of the next, the accounts you give me .of many of my dear are truly 
pleasing to me as I am now oldest of all our family & have from my 
youth 'up, been very curious in collecting all the information I could 
obtain from my oldest relations with regard to our ancestors. I will 
give you a short sketch of what I know on that subject. It may afford 
you some amusement in your leisure hours. 

*WaIter Bennett Scates, son of James and Elizabeth Bennett Scates, was born in Halifax 
county, Va., January 18, 1808. Practiced law in Kentucky; removed to Illinois; Attorney 
General, 1836; Circuit Judge and in 1841 elected Judge of Supreme Court, Illinois, with 
Stephen A. Douglas, continued to 1847; returned to bench, 1853, in place of Lyman Trum' 
ball, elected to United States Senate; served as Lieutenant Colonel, United States Volun- 
teers, 1862; mustered out, 1866, as Brigadier General. 

fMary Armistead Boyd was the daughter of Alexander Boyd of Boydton, Va., and hii 
wife Matilda Burwell, who was a daughter of Lewis Burwetl and .\nn Spolswood. 
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Our grandfather emigrated from Scotland to Ireland soon after King 
William's conquest of that place. Our grandfather John Caldwell was 
bom in Ireland & was there married to a Margaret Phillips (our grand- 
mother). He remained there till they had five children at which time 
he got three of his brothers-in-law, who had married his sisters to come 
to America with him (to wit) Moor, Ritchey and Dudgeon. All of 
whom I well remember, & one brother-in-law who married his wife's 
sister whose name was Dougherty, grandfather of my wife and Thomas 
Dougherty formerly clerk to the lower house of Congress and of course 
known to you. These set sail together and landed in Delaware the 
very day that King George the Second was proclaimed there. From 
thence they got up the Country to a place in Pennsylvania then called 
Chestnut Level. Our grandfather, naturally of an enterprising spirit, ex- 
plored the Country Southwesterly from a place in Virginia now Albe- 
marle County to which he moved & was soon followed by all his kin- 
dred. There he lived some years; there our grandfather died and his 
oldest son and my mother his only daughter were married. They and 
their companions moved with him to Roanoke River and the fine lands 
there explored the Country Westwardly till he and his followers fixed 
on a fine level watered spot not 30 miles outside any inhabitants to 
which place him & his sons and brothers in-law moved about the year 
1742 or 3. 

They were soon after joined by other friends mostly from Ireland or 
Pennsylvania until they formed a little connected Settlement which was 
known and always called Caldwell Settlement for thirty years after our 
father was the first Justice of the Peace and his oldest son the oldest 
militia officer that was ever appointed under King Geo. and within 25 
miles of that place in that neighborhood I was born and in it was 
married and had six children before I moved to Kentucky in the year 
1781. Our grandfathers children were Wm., Thomas, David & Mar- 
garet, John, Robert & James. My father and grandfather both died in 
October, 1750, Just 14 days apart. My mother married a man by the 
name of James Mitchell. She had five children by each husband. Two 
of her daughters died in Virginia. The rest all came to Kentucky & 
have become numerous families. Her son Robert died in Kentucky. 
William, Thomas & David are all buried in the same grave yard with 
their father. David's widow & all the family moved to Kentucky. 
Uncle John went to So. Carolina & died there. Uncle William's widow 
and all that family went also to So. Carolina. Our friend J. C. Calhoun 
is a son of the 2nd daughter of that family. I enjoy as good health as 
a man in his 79th year has any good reason to expect or look for, for 
which I ought to be very thankful to the Great Giver of all blessings. 
My Kindred in this Section of the Country are all well as far as I know 
I am sorry to hear of your declining state of health but hope you will 
be enabled by grace divine to bear it without the murmuring thought. 
Remember me to your wife and children and to your brother Josiah 
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and family. I greet you all as dear relations and although I shall never 
see any of you in this world I hope to meet you at a future day in a far 
happier place. How vain are All things here below, yet I feel a desire 
to hear from you all often whilst I do live. On looking over what I 
have written I see a good many blots & blunders which you will readily 
excuse. Farewell! Farewell! 

From your affectionate Cousin, 

John Rodgers. 

This is the copy of a letter he wrote many years before his death to 
Elias B. Caldwell of Washington city. 

[The John Caldwell referred to was the leader of the Presbyterian 
emigration to the section of Virginia commonly called "Southside." 
See this Magazine, XVIII, 40, 41.] 
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THE BRENT FAMILY. 

Compiled by W. B. Chilton, Washington, D. C. 

(continued.) 

Descendants of George and Catherine Brent. 

George Brent, eldest son of Robert Brent and Susannah Seymour, 
went to Bermuda and there married Catherine Trimmingham, a relative 
of his mother's; she died January 21, 1751, and he in 1778, leaving issue 
as follows : i. Sarah, who married George Mason, of "Gunston Hall," 
author of the Bill of Rights (his second wife), and died without issue; 2. 
Catherine, married, October i, 1754, James Douglas, a Scotch merchant 
of Dumfries, Prince William county, and brother to the last Duchess 
of Douglas, who took so prominent a part in the celebrated " Douglas 
Case." Mrs. Catherine Douglas, after the death of her husband, about 
1767 (his will is dated September 23, 1766), went to Scotland and resided 
there until her death in 1819; her son Archibald, a colonel in the British 
Army, died at his mother's home. Rose Hall, near Glasgow, January 17, 
1804; Margaret, the eldest daughter, died unmarried shortly after her 
mother. Catherine, the second daughter, married MajorGeneral Charles 
Pye. She survived her husband and died without issue at Rose Hall 
on December 27, 1847, leaving the unentailed portion of her estate to her 
relatives in the United States. A curious relic left by Mrs. Douglas, and 
still preserved, is a lock of hair of Mary Queen of Scots found among 
the papers of George Douglas, who rescued the ill-fated Queen from 



